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On July 16, Secretariat of Agriculture & Water Resources (SARH) reported results of a recent
survey of rural residents of Chiapas, Hidalgo, Guerrero and Oaxaca, accounting for over 10
million people or 80% of the states' total population. The report said per capita income was below
the national average, and most rural residents lack regular health care and primary education
services. According to SARH, the rural population of the four states is suffering from the impact
of low agricultural prices, inadequate credit resources, high interest rates, and disinvestment in
agriculture. Official statistics show that public investment in agriculture and forestry in 1988 was
equivalent to 3.2% of GDP, down from 25.4% of GDP in 1980. Private investment in the two sectors
has also plummeted, result of price distortions and uncertainty. Decapitalization in the agricultural
sector corresponds to low productivity, said the SARH report. The average agricultural worker's
productivity is 250% less than the national average, and 430% below the average in manufacturing.
Between 1980 and 1988, the number of primary schools in rural areas increased 0.8%. Meanwhile,
the rural population grew by 20%. (Basic data from Notimex, 07/16/90)
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